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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH: SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANCE OF FINANCIAL PROTECTION  
 

ONE PERSON IN UK DIAGNOSED WITH BREAST CANCER EVERY 10 MINUTES  
 

October marks Breast Cancer Awareness Month and according to Breast Cancer Care, 

nearly 60,000 people are diagnosed with breast cancer in the UK every year – that’s the 

equivalent of one person every 10 minutes. And one in eight women in the UK will develop 

breast cancer in their lifetime. 

 

Research from Scottish Widows, however, shows that less than a third (32%) of womenhave 

taken out life insurance and fewer than one in 10 (8%) have critical illness cover, raising 

concerns over their financial resilience in the event of serious illness happening. 

 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer in women in the UK and almost 12,000 people die 

from the disease every year. Survival is improving, however, and more than eight out of 10 

(85%) people survive breast cancer beyond five years1, making the needfor financial 

protection increasingly strong.Research commissioned by Macmillan Cancer Support has 

revealed four in five people are, on average, £570 a month worse off as a result of their 

cancer diagnosis. 

 

Scottish Widows paid out more than £10.57 million in critical illness claims relating to breast 

cancer in 2015, which accounted for almost a third (31%) of all cancer-related critical illness 

claims that year, and 19% of all critical illness claims.2 The company’s data shows that the 

average age at claim was 49.   
 

Sarah Moore, Senior Protection Proposition Manager at Scottish Widows, said:  

”Breast cancer is the most common cancer in the UK and more than 99% of cases are in 

women3. It’s astonishing, therefore, that so few women have protection in place, which 

means that they could be exposed to potential financial hardship should the unthinkable 

happen. 

                                                
1Breast Cancer Care 
2 Based on Scottish Widows and Clerical Medical claims 
3 Cancer Research UK 



 
“The situation is particularly worrying for women with dependent children, a third (33%) of 

whom admit they could only pay three months of household bills if they or their partner lost 

their income due to unforeseen circumstances, and 10% think they wouldn’t be able to pay 

them at all.” 

 

At a time when welfare reform is resulting in significant changes to benefits such as child 

and working tax credits, income-based job seeker’s allowance, income support and housing 

benefits for those renting and with mortgage, all of which are being replaced by Universal 

Credit, Scottish Widows says that families need to do all they can to protect themselves in 

the event that the unexpected happens. 

 

 

-ENDS- 

 
For further information please contact:    
Lorna Waddell, Scottish Widows, 07793 670 682 
Lorna.waddell@lloydsbanking.com 
 
Kevin Brown, Scottish Widows, 07500 910 904 
Kevin.brown2@lloydsbanking.com 
    
Notes to editors:  
• Scottish Widows was founded in 1815 as Scotland’s first mutual life office and is one of 

the most recognised brands in the life, pensions and investment industry in the UK 
• Through its Helping Britain Prosper Plan, Lloyds Banking Group recognises that the UK 

still faces serious social and economic challenges and is using its scale, reach and 
influence to help tackle them. It has publicly committed to take a lead in financial 
inclusion to enable all individuals to access and benefit from the products and services 
they need to make the most of their money. This research by Scottish Widows 
underscores and helps the Group deliver against that ambition. 

• Scottish Widows supports the Seven Families campaign, which aims to provide a tax-
free income for one year to seven families who have lost income because of a serious or 
long-term illness or disability. For more information visit www.7families.co.uk.  
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