
 
 

WOMEN WOEFULLY UNDER-PROTECTED SHOULD SERIOUS 
ILLNESS STRIKE  

 
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH: ONE IN EIGHT WOMEN WILL DEVELOP THE 

ILLNESS IN THEIR LIFETIME   

 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and nearly 60,000 people in the UK are 

diagnosed with breast cancer every year, the equivalent of one person every ten minutes, 

according to figures from Breast Cancer Care. More than 99% of new cases are in women 

and one in eight females will develop the illness in their lifetime.  

 

Research from Scottish Widows, however, shows that less than a third (31%) of women 

have taken out life insurance and just 7% have critical illness cover, raising concerns over 

their financial resilience in the event of serious illness happening. 

 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer in the UK and almost 12,000 people die from the 

disease every year. Survival is improving, however, and has almost doubled in the last 40 

years, with almost nine in 10 women now surviving the condition for five years or more1, 

making the need for financial protection increasingly strong. Macmillan Cancer Support says 

that people with cancer can face a significant impact as a result of their diagnosis, and its 

research reveals that four in five people are, on average, £570 a month worse off as a result.  

 

Scottish Widows paid out more than £10.7 million in critical illness claims relating to breast 

cancer in 2016, which accounted for 31% of all cancer-related critical illness claims and 13% 

of all critical illness claims2. The average age at claim was 50 and the youngest claimant 

was 24. The company also paid out more than £5 million in life and terminal illness claims 

relating to breast cancer in 2016.  

 

Jackie Leiper, Protection Director at Scottish Widows, said:  

“According to Breast Cancer Care, around 5,000 people will be diagnosed with the illness 

during Breast Cancer Awareness Month alone. It’s very worrying, therefore, that so few 

women have a financial safety net in place to protect themselves and their families if they 

were to become seriously ill.   

 

                                                 
1
 Breast Cancer Care 

2
 Based on Scottish Widows and Clerical Medical claims 



 
“Our own research shows that while four in five women place importance on insuring their 

possessions, this figure drops to just a third when it comes to insuring their own lives and 

health. It’s crucial that everyone considers whether they have the right protection in place to 

ensure their loved ones aren’t left coping with financial strain on top of emotional trauma if 

the worst were to happen.” 

 

At a time when welfare reform is resulting in significant changes to benefits such as child 

and working tax credits, income-based job seeker’s allowance, income support and housing 

benefits for those renting and with mortgage, all of which have been replaced by Universal 

Credit, Scottish Widows says that families need to do all they can to protect themselves in 

the event of serious illness. 

 

And with a new Bereavement Support Payment system now in place too, it’s more important 

than ever for people to review their financial protection needs and seek advice to make sure 

their household is covered. 

 

For more information, Scottish Widows suggests the following: 

Breast Cancer Care at www.breastcancercare.org.uk 

Macmillan Cancer Support at www.macmillan.org.uk 

Turn2Us charity at www.turn2us.org.uk 

 

-ENDS- 

 

For further information please contact:    

Lorna Waddell, Scottish Widows, 07793 670 682 

Lorna.waddell@lloydsbanking.com 

 
Notes to editors:  

 Scottish Widows’ protection research is based on a survey carried out online by Opinium, who 
interviewed a total of 5,077 adults in the UK between 16

th 
and 27

th
 March 2017.   

 Scottish Widows was founded in 1815 as Scotland’s first mutual life office and is one of the most 
recognised brands in the life, pensions and investment industry in the UK 

 Scottish Widows is a sponsor of the Building Resilient Households report, commissioned by the 
Chartered Insurance Institute, which launched on 31

st
 October 2016. The report seeks to 

understand the factors affecting resilience to sickness absence and what can be done to help 
more families weather the effects of this in future. www.cii.co.uk/43674  

 Scottish Widows supports and is participating in the Cii Insuring Women’s Futures Programme, 
for detail see www.insuringwomensfutures.co.uk 
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